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Vision Sunday | Pressing On
Psalm 1:1-3 & Philippians 3:14

1. Share an occasion when you received ungodly advice. What was it and how did
respond to the advice?

Read Psalm 1

2. [Press on to grow our Spiritual Community] The psalmist suggests that a godly
person refuses the counsel of the ungodly, the path of sinners and the seat of the
scornful. How can being part of a healthy spiritual community help us to live godly
lives?

3. [Press on to grow our Spiritual Lives] How does the psalmist describe the spiritual
devotion of a godly person? (Ps 1:2) How can you follow in his example in 20237

4. [Press on to grow our Spiritual Mission] What does it mean to be likened to a tree
who is planted by streams of water? (Ps 1:3; see also John 4:10)

Read Philippians 3:12-16
5. What is Paul’'s (the author) life goal and what motivates him towards it?

6. [Personal question, share as you are comfortable] Paul pressed on to maturity in
Christ because Jesus had already “made Paul his own” and taken hold of him (v.
12). What are the areas of your life that you would you like Jesus to take hold of
you?

7. [Personal question] HYMC'’s Vision is “NOURISHED TO FLOURISH: Building
Up & Reaching Out To Every Generation”. Go around the group and share how
you can live out this vision for yourself, your family, your life group and/or your
ministry in 2023.
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Joshua Series #1
Into God’s Promise
Joshua 1:1-18

1. Share your experiences of waiting on promises. How did you feel when the
promise was fulfilled? On the other hand, how did you feel if it was not fulfilled?

2. If you are comfortable, share about a promise from God that you are still waiting to
be fulfilled. What attitudes do you think God expects from us as we are waiting for
His promises to be fulfilled?

3. In what ways can we collaborate/partner with God to fulfil His promises?

4. Why do you think God wants to partner with us in order for us to claim what he
has promised?

5. What do you think hinders you to be able to trust that God is able to keep His
promise? What are you going to do about it after listening to God'’s word as
shared by Ps Jeremy?

6. Read Joshua 1:7-9 If you are a leader whether it is at your work place, home,
school, church or community, what are some leadership qualities that you want to
show to the people under your leadership, and why?

Personal question

7. Share as much as you are comfortable with about something God is leading you
through right now, which you think will lead to His promise being fulfilled within
your life.
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Joshua Series #2
From House of Shame to Hall of Fame
Joshua 2:1-24

1. If you are in a similar situation like Rahab (i.e. whether to hand or not to hand the
two spies to the king’s men), what would you have done? Why?

2. The Bible does not make any attempt to cover Rahab’s occupation as a prostitute.
In the same way, it does not hide the failures and flaws of many heroes of the faith.
For example, Jacob was a schemer and deceiver; David was an adulterer and a
murderer. Why does God allow their stories as well as others to be recorded in His
Holy Word? Discuss.

3. Give one example from the Old Testament and one from the New Testament of
someone who acted courageously for the sake of God. What was his / her
courageous act and what was the result? What can you learn from these?

4. |dentify at least two biblical characters (besides Rahab, Paul and Peter) whose lives
were dramatically changed by God and who were mightily used by Him. How have
their stories challenged you?

5. Are you currently serving at HYMC? If not, why not? How have the story of Rahab
helped you?

6. What can you do to make your Christian faith known to your unbelieving family
members, relatives, colleagues and friends?

7. What is the one or more things that God has challenged your heart today from the
passage? What will you do about it? Share with your group and pray for one
another.
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Joshua Series #3
Twelve Stones
Joshua 3:1-5:15

1. Identify a family tradition that you want to pass on to your children and your
children’s children. What is the significance/importance of that tradition that you
want to pass it to your next generation?

Read Numbers 1:47-53; 3:5-13; Deuteronomy 18:1
2. The Levites play important roles in the midst of Israel as God'’s people. Identify the
duties and the privileges of the tribe of Levi.

3. Read Exodus 25:10-22; Numbers 10:33-36; Joshua 3:1-4
The Ark of the Covenant also plays a very important role in the Israelites’ journey
from Egypt to Canaan. What does the Ark of the Covenant represent? What are its
functions? How should the people have treated the Ark of the Covenant?

Read Joshua 4:5-7 and 1 John 1:1-4
4. Why is it important to tell our ‘future generations' and 'all who are around us' of the
provision of God?

Joshua 3:10, 4:22-24; Jeremiah 31:33-34; Hebrews 10:15-17
5. How do we move from knowing God 'just' in our minds, to knowing Him in our
hearts?

6. For the Israelites, circumcision is a mark to remind them that they belong to God
and that the LORD is their God. Referring to Romans 2:29, what does circumcision
of the heart mean for you? How do you show others that you belong to God?

7. What purposes have God called HVMC as a people to? How can you step forward
to serve God together as God's people?

VILLAGE
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Joshua Series #4
Responding and Experiencing God’s Promises
Joshua 6:1-8:35

1. Share a frightening experience in the past. It does not have to be a life and death
experience but anything that made you scared. At that point of time, who or what
did your mind go to for help? What were the other thoughts that ran through your
mind?

2. Please share what you think is your Jericho, how would you conquer it and what
are the obstacles that hinder you from conquering it. As you identify your obstacles,
how will Joshua’'s respond to God’s promises challenge/encourage you in
overcoming your obstacles.

Read Joshua 6:2-5, 15-16
3. What was God’s instruction to Joshua? Why should he follow exactly what God has
commanded to him to do?

Read Joshua 2:23; 6:22-25
4. How does Joshua’s command to the spies to keep their promise to Rahab challenge
you as a Christian?

Read Joshua 7:2-5, 10-12
5. Identify the cause of the defeat of Israel’s army against Ai.

Read Joshua 7:10-12, 25-26; Romans 3:21-26

6. Disobedience will always lead to destruction, yet God in His mercy always provides
restoration. How does the cross of Jesus meet the demand of God’s mercy and
holiness that requires the punishment of sin and disobedience? Discuss.

7. Why is reading the entire Bible so important? If you have not read the entire bible
even once, what is holding you back? Share your struggle in doing your personal
quiet time in reading the Bible then close in praying for one another.

VILLAGE
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Joshua Series #5
The Sun Stood Still
Joshua 9:1-12:24

1. Share an experience of making a promise to someone and regretting it after.

Read Matthew 5:33-37
2. What did Jesus teach on taking oaths before God and others?

3. Read Joshua 9 and identify the reasons why the Israelites fell into the Gibeonites'
trap. What are some lessons we can learn from this story?

4. How does "asking counsel from the Lord" fit into your regular decision making
process? (Josh 9:14)

5. Have you asked God to perform miracles in your life in the same way that "Joshua
spoke to the Lord" in Joshua 10:127 Share with one another the experience.

Read Joshua 11:11-15, 20
6. Why did God command the Israelites to destroy all of the inhabitants in the land of
Canaan?

7. Is there anything in your life that hinders you from being holy and pure before the
Lord that you need to "destroy?" Share as you are comfortable.
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Joshua Series #6
Faithful to the End
Joshua 14:6-14

1. Share an experience where you had to stand up for your belief or conviction
regardless of opposition from the majority. What did you stand up for? How did
you feel to be different from the majority?

2. ldentify two Bible characters from the Old Testament, beside Caleb and Joshua
who courageously stood up for their faith despite death threat.

Read Joshua 14:8, 9, 11; Numbers 14:24
3. What does follow God fully mean to you

Read Numbers 13:30; 14:8
4. How did Caleb’s unshakable faith challenge you to live differently from the world?

Read John 17:14-18
5. What does it mean to live differently from the world while we are in the world?

Read Ephesians 6:10-17
6. Why do we need to heed Paul’s advice to put on the full armour of God?

7. Is there anything in your lifestyle that you need to let go in order for you to live
differently from the world? If there is, what is that? Share with your group and ask
them to pray for you for God’s strength and courage to let go of it.




Spiritual Friendship
John 15: 9 - 17

1. Do you have any close spiritual friends? If yes, how many? If no, why?

. Why is it important to have spiritual friends?

. Jesus commands His disciples to "love one another as | have loved you"
(John 15:12). How does Jesus' love for us serve as a model for how we should
love others? What might this look like in practical terms, and what are some barriers
that might prevent us from loving others in this way?

. What does it mean to "abide in" Jesus' love (John 15:9)? How can we cultivate a
deeper experience of God's love in our lives, and how might this affect our
relationships with others?

. In John 15:12-13, Jesus commands his disciples to love one another as he has
loved them. What does this type of love look like in practice, and why is it important
for Christians to love others in this way?

. Read 1 Samuel 18:1-5; 1 Samuel 19:1-7. How does the friendship between David
and Jonathan challenge our understanding of loyalty and power in relationships?

. What are some concrete steps you can take to build more spiritual friendships in
20237
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Easter Sunday | Because You Have Seen
John 20:1-18

1. If you're able, share an experience of a bereavement (either one which you went
through personally, or one which you were able to observe closely).

2. Read John 20:1-18. If you were Mary, what would your reaction be when you find
out that Jesus’ body was no longer in the tomb? (v.1)

3. In John 20:5-7, John describes that the burial clothes were lying in the tomb and
that the face cloth that had been on Jesus’s head was folded up. Why do you
think it is important for John to give such a description about the burial clothes?

4. Read Matthew 17:22-23; Mark 9:9; 10:32-34. Jesus had told his disciples several
times in advance about his resurrection. Why did the disciples not believe
immediately that Jesus had risen from the dead when they saw the empty tomb?

5. If you were one of Jesus’ disciples who saw the empty tomb, would you believe
that he had risen from the dead? Why and why not?

6. What does Mary's encounter with the risen Jesus tell us about his relationship
with Mary?

7. What does the resurrection of Jesus mean for you personally? (Share it as you
would to someone who has never heard about the resurrection of Jesus).




i
S
2023 .=l HOLLAND
ml viLAGE
METHODIST
CHURCH

Joshua Series #7
The Inheritance
Joshua 18:1 — 19:51

1. Share a time when you were stuck in a "spiritual rut". What was that experience
like?

2. The 3Cs that hinder us from claiming our inheritance are complacency, compromise
and complaining. Which of these are you most prone to?

3. Is there an area of your life that God has convicted you to work on today?

4. What spiritual rhythms have you established to ensure that God is kept in the center
of your life? What has been the most helpful for you?

5. Do you have others in your life who have permission to keep you accountable for
your actions? What is preventing you from doing so? How have you benefited from
this?

6. Joshua is an example of a faithful man and a good leader. What have you learnt
from Joshua’'s example in this passage? What would you like to incorporate into
your own life and leadership of others?
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Joshua Series #8
Where is Your City of Refuge?
Joshua 20:1-9

1. Share a personal experience where you had to run to someone or somewhere to
seek protection or find a solution to your problem. What was the outcome?

2. How can we seek refuge in God during times of trouble or distress, and what are
some practical ways we can do this?

3. How does the concept of the cities of refuge illustrate God's desire to provide
safety and refuge for His people, especially during times of crisis and trouble?
In what ways is this similar to the refuge that is available in Christ?

4. How can we practically wait on the Lord and depend on Him in all circumstances
to receive His strength during difficult times?

5. What are some examples of situations in which God may not necessarily remove
difficulties from our lives, but instead give us the strength to overcome them?
Please share your personal experience if you are comfortable.

6. What are some examples from the Bible that illustrate the truth that God is present
with us even in the midst of trials and challenges?

7. How does knowing Jesus as your refuge and strength provide true peace in the
midst of life's storms? If you are comfortable, share in your group a personal
experience where you still have peace in the midst of trouble because you trust in
Jesus.
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Joshua Series #9
In Love and Unity
Joshua 22:1-34

1. Share an occasion when you had a major disagreement with a sibling or member
of the family. How was it resolved?

Read Genesis 48
2. Who are the "half-tribe of Manasseh" and why is it called a "half-tribe."

Read Joshua 22:21-29
3. What were the reasons behind the building of the replica altar by the tribes of
Reuben, Gad, and Manasseh on the eastern side of the Jordan River?

4. What were the differences between the altar in the tabernacle that Moses built
and the altar that the Eastern tribes built? (See Ex 20:24; 27:1-8; Lev 1:1-3) Why
was it not a "breach of faith" against God?

5. What can we learn about communication and unity from the interaction between
the Eastern tribes and the rest of the people of Israel?

6. The Eastern tribes intended the replica altar to be a witness to the true altar in the
tabernacle at Shiloh. In our own time, how can we express this idea of "witness" in
our worship lives and also for the sake of our children? (Jos 22:24-28)

7. How can we help each other and our church to strive for unity, commitment in our
worship to God, and effective witness to our future generations?
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Joshua Series #10
Choose Whom You Will Serve
Joshua 23:1 — 24:33

1. What was an important "choice" you had to make in your life? (or in this past
month or year)

Read Joshua 24
2. Why does Joshua recount the history of Israel, from Terah, father of Abraham to
the conquest of the Promised Land? (Josh 24:2-13)

3. What does it mean to "fear the Lord and serve him in sincerity and in
faithfulness?" (Josh 24:14; see Deut 6:1-2, Ps 51:16-17, 139:23, Jer 29:13, Acts
2:46-47, 1 Thess 5:23-24, Prov 2:5, Ps 33:8-9, Heb 10:31, Rev 15:4 etc.)

4. What would fearing the Lord and serving him in sincerity and in faithfulness look
like for our church and community today? Share one way you could express this
in the coming week.

5. What are some "foreign gods" in our world today? (Joshua 24:19) Why might it be
difficult for us to choose to put away these "foreign gods" and serve God wholly?

6. How can you take responsibility for your family to live out putting away "foreign
gods" and serving the Lord? (Joshua 24:15)

7. Share how you decided to follow Jesus? If you are unsure about following Jesus,
what are some of your concerns?
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WSCS Sunday & Mother’s Day
Raising the next generation in God's way
Proverbs 22:6, Deuteronomy 11:18-19

1. How are you contributing to God's Grand Story of restoration? Think about your
roles (son, daughter, husband, wife, father, mother, boss, staff, student, citizen,
church member etc) - what are you responsible for and how are you stewarding
the responsibility towards restoration of His kingdom?

2. How are you stewarding what God has given you to fulfil your roles as mentioned
in Question 1 above? E.g. your time, your digital devices, your gifts and talents,
your social networks, your experiences.

3. How are you discipling the next generation in relation to your answers to
Questions 1 & 2 above e.g. how do you talk to your children or those younger than
you about your role in His Grand Story? What can you do more of, less of, stop
doing or start doing to train up His children the way that they should go in this
cultural moment that God has positioned you?

4. ldentify people within your circle of influence - who are you actively being an
ambassador of Christ to? E.g. identify at least 2 people who are younger than you
whom you could mentor, at least 2 people of your peers whom you can share life's
burdens with, at least 2 people older than you who you could be accountable to or
serve together with.

5. Discipleship of our children includes guiding them to participate in the restorative
work of His kingdom. Discuss these questions:

a. What is good in culture that we can promote, celebrate and preserve? (e.g.
man-woman marriage)

b. What is missing in culture that we can contribute? (e.g. biblical worldview
education)

c. What is evil that we can stop? (e.g. abortion seen as healthcare)

d. What is broken that we can restore? (e.g. institution of marriage & family)




The World Is My Parish
Acts 1:8

. Acts 1:8 states that we will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon us,
and we will be witnesses for Jesus. In your own words, explain the connection
between receiving the power of the Holy Spirit and the ability to witness for Jesus.

. Read Ephesians 1:13-14. How can we know that we have the Holy Spirit?

. What does it mean to become witnesses for Jesus, and in what ways can we do it
today?

. Who are my parish?

. How can | be more effective in my parish

. Where may | expand my parish?

. When was the last time you shared Jesus with others? If you have never done so
before, what is holding you back? If you are comfortable, you may share the
obstacles you face in doing so with your group and ask them to pray for you.
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Of Spheres and Souls
2 Corinthians 10:7-17

1. Consider the spheres of influence that the Lord has given to you. What has been
your attitude towards them?

2. What does it mean to you that your sphere was given by God Himself? How does
it change the way you see it?

3. Think of some ways in which God has uniquely gifted you to do all that He has
called you to. (Do not neglect the simple things such as relationships that He has
blessed you with)

4. How can we practically live out our lives being poured out for the cause of Christ
in our spheres?

5. What are you going to do differently in your sphere from now on?




You Are Not Far From The Kingdom
Mark 12:28-34

1. Share an occasion when you lost something and frantically looked for it only to find

it hidden in plain sight?

. List down how Jesus challenges the religious leaders' (the Pharisees, the
Sadducees and the Scribes) authority and exposes their hypocrisy from
Mark 12:13-34. What lessons can we draw from these exchanges for our own lives
today?

. How can we recognise the nearness of God's kingdom?
(Matt 3:2, 4:17, Mark 1:15 & Luke 21:29-32, etc.)

. What are some practical ways that you can respond to Christ's call to love?

. In Mark 12:38-40, Jesus criticizes the scribes for their pride and their desire for
recognition. How can we guard against similar attitudes in our own lives and seek
to serve God and others with humility?

. Despite Jesus' criticism of the scribes in Mark 12:38-40, Jesus commends the
scribe in Mark 12:34 for acknowledging that following the two commandments is
worth more "than all whole burnt offerings and sacrifices" (vv. 32—-34). How does
this show us that we may sometimes misplace our priorities?

. How can we as HVMC reach out to others with radical action? Suggest 3 things that
you or your life group can start doing immediately.
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The Beauty of the Gospel
Romans 1:16-17

1.

Paul wrote in Romans 1:16 "For | am not ashamed of the gospel ..." Think of a
time when you had the opportunity to share with someone about Christ but did
not. Why?

. Share a time when you experienced God's healing power (emotionally or

physically) in your life.

. Share your testimony (e.g. in what circumstance did you receive Christ, who did

God use, etc). How could you encourage others through your testimony?

. "Righteousness is a gift from God." How would your relationship with God change

after understanding this theological concept?

. If you are struggling, and a Brother or Sister in Christ walks with you through the

journey, it is the gospel expressed in its most beautiful form. What do you
understand from this statement?
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Does God still speak today?
John 10:2-5

1. How can we discern the voice of God amidst the many competing voices in our
lives?

2. What role does Scripture play in hearing God's voice?

3. How can we discern the inner promptings and impressions of the Holy Spirit in our
lives?

4. Why is seeking godly counsel important when discerning God's voice? How can
we ensure that the counsel we receive aligns with God's will?

5. Reflecting on our personal experiences, can we recall a specific instance where
we heard God's voice calling us to salvation or guiding us through a significant
decision or circumstance? How did we respond?

6. What are some habits in your life that might hinder your ability to hear God's voice
clearly? If so, how can you address them?
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Press On for Second Half of 2023
Hosea 6:3

1. What is the one thing you can thank the Lord for the 15t half of 20237

2. What is the one thing you can do to press on to know the Lord for the 2" half of
20237

3. Who are some people | can share the above reflections with before next Sunday?

4. Why is experiential knowledge of the Lord more significant than mere intellectual
pursuit of knowledge about Him?

Read Hosea 1:2
5. Please share your insights on why God commanded Hosea to marry a prostitute,

and how this symbolic act represents the relationship between the Israelites and
their God?
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What Is Your Excuse?
Jeremiah 1:4-10

1. Do you ever feel inadequate, like Jeremiah, when it comes to doing God's work? If
so, how does the inspiring story of shoe salesman D.L. Moody challenge and
encourage you?

2. How does God's response to Jeremiah's excuse of not knowing how to speak
demonstrate His ability to provide and empower His chosen servants?

3. Read Ephesians 2:10, what does it mean to be God's workmanship and how does
that relate to being equipped for good works?

4. What does God's declaration and command to Jeremiah reveal about His
expectations and the importance of obedience and trust in fulfilling His calling?

5. Can you provide examples from the Bible where young individuals were used by
God for significant purposes? How about examples of older individuals being used
by God?

6. Are you willing to take up the challenge and seize the numerous opportunities
available to serve God in the church at this moment? What factors influence your
decision to accept or decline these opportunities?
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A Future and a Hope
Jeremiah 29:11

1. Do you agree with the speaker that life is difficult? Why?

2. Share with one another one difficult life situation that you have been through or
are facing.

3. From Jeremiah’s situation we learned that being God’s people did not exempt
them from bad things happening in their lives. What are some of the reasons why
God permitted bad things to happen to His people during Jeremiah’s time?

4. Share some insights that you have learned from the sermon.

5. Do you agree with the speaker on his last application point that when going
through a bad situation in life we should always make the most of our life situation
and trust that God has a plan for us - “plans to prosper you and not to harm you,
plans to give you hope and a future?”
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Mark Sermon Series #1
Introduction
Mark 1:1-20

1. Share an occasion when you saw something and arrived at a conclusion only to
discover that it was wrong when you looked closer.

2. Mark starts his Gospel with a proclamation: “The beginning of the gospel of Jesus
Christ, the Son of God.” (Mark 1:1). How can we find the significance of this
proclamation especially in reference to Jesus as the Son of God and how this
proclamation strengthens our faith in Him?

Read Mark 1:1-8
3. John the Baptist is introduced in this passage as the one who prepares the way
for Jesus. Why is this role important? (see prophecies from Mal 3:1 & Isa 40:3)

4. In Mark 1:9, we read that Jesus was baptised by John. How do we understand
this event in light of the voice from heaven pronouncing that Jesus is the son of
God?

5. In Mark 1:12-13, how did Jesus counter Satan’s temptation and how can we apply
this for ourselves today?

6. Jesus called people from humble backgrounds to be his disciples (Mark 1:16-20).
How does this inspire you to make yourself available to serve God's kingdom?
[Take specific steps to respond to God's call]

7. What must we do today to "repent and believe in the gospel?" In smaller groups,
share with one another and help each other be accountable to our responses.
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Mark Series #2
Mark 1:21 - 3:12

1. Share an occasion when you suffered from illness and prayed for healing (or know
someone who did). Were you healed? Share how you felt.

2. Many were amazed by Jesus' teachings because He spoke with authority. From
Mark 1:21-28, elaborate on the difference between the authority with which Jesus
taught and the authority of the Scribes?

3. Read Mark 1:23-26. How does the demonstration of Jesus’ authority over an
unclean spirit give us courage to live victoriously in our daily lives?

4. What does Jesus going to a solitary place to pray reveal about the importance of
prayer in Jesus' life and how can we apply this to our own lives? (Mark 1:35-39)

5. Jesus heals a leper by touching him. Following Jesus’ example, how should we
behave towards those who may be marginalized or stigmatized in our society or
those who we may consider to be different from us? (Mark 1:40-45)

6. In Mark 2 and 3, Jesus performs miraculous healings on the Sabbath, leading to
criticism from the religious leaders. How does Jesus’ reply to the leaders tell us
about what more important? (See Mark 2:6-12, 23-28, 3:1-4)

7. [Optional] Read Mark 3:7-12. Jesus gives strict orders to the unclean spirits not to
make Him known. What reasons might Jesus have had for wanting to keep His
identity concealed at this point in His ministry?

8. How does Jesus as the king who brings healing change the way you view human
sickness and physical deterioration?
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Selected Questions from 16 July 2023

Q. How is Marks focus different from the other gospels?

Answer: Each of the Synoptic Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke) offers a unique
perspective on the life and teachings of Jesus. Matthew's Gospel, in particular,
places a strong emphasis on presenting Jesus as the long-awaited Messiah and
King, fulfilling the prophecies found in the Old Testament (Matthew 1:18-25). The
primary purpose of Matthew's writing is to demonstrate to the Jewish Christian
audience that Jesus is indeed the promised Messiah they have been eagerly
awaiting.

On the other hand, Mark's Gospel places a strong emphasis on the arrival of the
Kingdom of God through the person of Jesus (Mark 1:5). Additionally, Mark
underscores the pressing need for an immediate response to the advent of the
Messiah. Throughout his Gospel, he employs the word 'immediately' to highlight the
sense of urgency in taking action.

Luke's Gospel emphatically proclaims Jesus as the Saviour of the world,
underscoring His universal mission from Jerusalem to the farthest reaches of the
earth (Luke 24:47). Luke's writing beautifully illustrates that the message of salvation
through Jesus is not limited to a specific group; rather, it is a gift offered to all, both
Jews and non-Jews alike.

Q. Who was the Book of Mark written for? Was it the Jews?

Answer: Mark obtained the materials for his Gospel primarily from Peter during his
time in Rome. His audience likely consisted of Gentiles living in Rome who were
eager to gain a deeper understanding of Jesus' teachings.

Furthermore, Mark's Gospel contains fewer references to the Old Testament
compared to Matthew, indicating that his readers might not have been well-versed in
Jewish Scripture. Based on this observation, it is reasonable to conclude that Mark
wrote his Gospel with a focus on non-Jewish readers.

Q. What is the overarching “lesson” of Mark?

Answer: The Good News of God's Kingdom has been revealed in the person of
Jesus, and for people to enter this Kingdom, the first step is to respond with
repentance.

In Mark's Gospel, we encounter a strikingly different portrayal of the King of the
Kingdom of God, distinct from the traditional concept expected by the Jewish people.
This King, rather than arriving in grandeur and power to be served, humbly chose to
be a servant, dedicating Himself to serving others, as beautifully exemplified in Mark
10:41-45.
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Q. After Jesus received God's "endorsement”, the Spirit immediately sent him to
desert to be tempted. What is the significance of this?

Answer: The temptation of Jesus may show 3 things —

i. Jesus was a real human that not immune to temptation and yet he resisted the
temptation successfully. You can read the more details of the nature of His
temptation in Matthew 4:1-11).

ii. The desert may signify preparation that precedes ministry. Moses spent 40 years
in the desert before God called him to lead the Israelites out of Egypt (Acts 7:23-30;
1 Cor. 10:5). Mark and Matthew record that Jesus was in the desert of 40 days.

iii. It shows Jesus’ dependence on the Word of God. In Matthew we clearly read that
Jesus’ way of resisting the temptation is using the Word of God (Matthew 4: 4, 7,
10).

Q. If Jesus was Son of God, and sinless, why did he need water baptism? Was it just
for optics since he was living on earth as a man?

Answer: Mark provides little information on this issue. However, Matthew records
that when Jesus asked to be baptised by John, Jesus said, "Let it be so now, for thus
it is fitting for us to fulfil all righteousness." To fulfil all righteousness, according to
some commentators, refers to 'every ordinance' or 'every institution.' Just as Jesus
was circumcised when He was 8 days old (Luke 2:21), now, as John was sent by
God to establish the ordinance of water baptism, Jesus, in His humility, submitted to
this ‘ordinance.’

So, Jesus came to John to be baptised not for repentance but to show His
submission to the One who sent John and Himself.




Mark Series #3
Mark 3:13-6:6

1.

Read Mark 4:3-8. In the Parable of the Sower, Jesus vividly portrays the diverse
types of soil upon which the seed was scattered. What valuable insights can we
glean from the characteristics and outcomes associated with each soil mentioned
in the parable?

. Read Mark 4:10-12. Why do you think Jesus employed parables as a means to

convey His teachings about the Kingdom of God?

. According to the Parable of the Sower, what are some of the obstacles that can

hinder the growth of God's Word in our lives? How can we identify and overcome
these obstacles?

. The Parable of the Sower highlights the importance of having a receptive heart to

receive God's Word. How can we cultivate and maintain a receptive heart in our
daily lives amidst the distractions and challenges of the world?

. How can we demonstrate the growth of God's Word within us, both internally (in

our inner being) and externally (through our actions and words to the community
and to the church)? Please provide at least one example of internal evidence and
one of external evidence.
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Selected questions from Mentimeter on 23 July 2023 (Other questions are
addressed by Ps Jeremy and or Ps Loretta during Panel Discussion on 30 July 2023
at the Chapel).

1. How do you know if someone is possessed?
Answer:

The following Bible verses give us clue to identify if a person is possessed by
demons or evil spirits:

a) Matthew 9:33 — Being muted (inability to talk could be one of signs of being
possessed).

b) Mark 1:24 — His speech is controlled by the spirit (not speaking on his own).

c) Luke 9:39 — His body is taken control by the spirit (screaming, convulsing, foaming
of the mouth — note: not all those symptoms are due to evil spirit, it could be a
medical condition).

d) Mark 5:3-4 Shows supernatural strength.

e) Mark 5:7 — exhibit supernatural knowledge (despite leaving in the tombs and
mountains (Mark 5:5)), the person who possessed by the unclean spirit
recognized Jesus as the Son of the Most High.

2. Jesus is the second person of the one triune God & He is also the Son of God.
How do you reconcile that?

Answer:

When the Bible proclaims Jesus as the Son of God, it is essential to recognize that
this description does not imply a conventional father-son relationship as we
understand it in human terms. The divine concept of Jesus being the Son of God
transcends the physical aspects of procreation, which are inherent to human
parentage.

Clarifying this further, the Bible does not suggest that God the Father engaged in any
earthly procreative process with Mother Mary to conceive Jesus.

Luke 1:35 gives us a clue why Jesus is called the Son of God. The verse says, “And
the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the
Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy—the
Son of God.” (ESV)

Furthermore, John 1:1 says, “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with
God, and the Word was God. John 1:14 says, And the Word became flesh and dwelt
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among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full
of grace and truth.

With this in mind, we can grasp that Jesus, as the Second Person of the Trinity, is
referred to as the Son of God because of His incarnation into human flesh as Jesus.
Importantly, His status as the Second Person of the Trinity remained unaltered
during His time on earth.

Crucially, we must understand that Jesus' earthly incarnation did not diminish His
eternal position within the Trinity. He was, is, and always will be the Second Person
of the Trinity, an inseparable part of the divine Godhead.




T
Mark Series #4
Mark 6:7-8:26

1. Share a time when you may have been extremely hungry. What would you have
done to satisfy that hunger?

Read Mark 6:30-44
2. Why did the disciples want to send the people away?

3. How can we overcome our tendency to focus on scarcity and limitations, and
instead, step out in faith to offer what we have to God, believing that God can
multiply our "Small Things" and use it for his purposes?

4. How does the story of Jesus feeding the multitude challenge us to trust in God's
provision and recognize his promise to supply all our needs and even make us a
blessing to others?

5. From Mark 6, how would you describe Jesus as the "Picture of the good
shepherd?"

Read Mark 7:6-13

6. What practical ways can we adopt to ensure that our worship and devotion to God
come from a sincere and authentic heart rather than being driven solely by
fulfilling tradition or maintaining routine?

Pledging is a Methodist tradition and a spiritual discipline whereby we prayerfully
consider how much we commit to give to the Lord through his church for the next
year. The pledge can be your tithe (10%) or whatever amount you have decided in
faith to present to the Lord for the next year.

7. How does pledging signal our trust in God's provision for us and his power to
multiply what little we offer for his glory?

*As of the sermon on 30th July 2023, there have been no questions posted via Mentimeter.
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Mark Series #5
Mark 8:27-9:50

1. What is your most precious possession?

Read Mark 8:27-38

2. Peter responds to Jesus' question "But who do you say that | am?" by declaring
"You are the Christ" (verse 29). What do you understand from Peter's confession
and how does that impact our lives?

3. What does it mean to be obedient to Jesus's call to "deny oneself, take up Jesus'
cross and follow him"?

4. In verse 36, Jesus says, "For what does it profit a man to gain the whole world
and forfeit his soul?" What would Jesus have meant by the word "soul"?

Read Mark 9:30-37
5. What meaning does it hold for you that Jesus is the king who must die?

6. What is the distinction between being considered great in the eyes of the world
versus being great in the eyes of God? How should this change the way you live?

7. Are you denying yourself, taking up the cross and following Jesus? What must
you do (or give up, or change) to grow as a follower of Jesus?
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Mark Series #6
Mark 10:1- 52

1. What holds the top spot as your foremost priority in life? Following that, how would
you rank your subsequent priorities, from number two onward?

2. What are the areas in your life where God might be asking you to make sacrifices
in order to follow Him more closely? It might not be material possessions, but
could be your time, talents, or even relationships.

3. Drawing from the teachings in Mark 10:22, are there any aspects in your life that
hinder you from following Jesus wholeheartedly? If so, please take a moment to
reflect on those obstacles and share them with your group.

4. How can you develop a mindset that focuses more on storing up treasures in
heaven rather than on temporary worldly gains?

5. What practical steps can you take to cultivate an eternal perspective in your daily
decisions and actions?

6. In Mark 10:23-25, Jesus highlights the difficulty for the rich to enter the kingdom of
God. However, in the subsequent verses, he emphasizes that "with God, nothing
is impossible." (10:27). How can this message inspire and motivate us in our
mission project aimed at reaching out to the Japanese?
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“Jesus is the second person of the one triune God & He is also the Son of God. How
do you reconcile that?” — Question from Mentimeter

Son of God (vidg Tod Og0d, huios tou theou). A title often used of Jesus in the New
Testament that has a background in Old Testament, Second Temple Jewish, and
Graeco-Roman contexts.

Old Testament Uses

The Old Testament uses the term “son(s) of God” or “God’s son(s)” to refer to kings
(Pss 2:7; 89:27), heavenly beings (Gen 6:2; Pss 29:1; 82:6; Job 1:6), and Israel
(Exod 4:22—23; Hos 11:1). The term usually serves to designate special agents of
God’s will and the recipients of His love (Psa 89:1—4; Hos 11:1; Deut 32:8-9 DSS).

Second Temple and Hellenistic Jewish Uses

Certain texts from Qumran refer to a son of God. For example, 1Q28a or 1QSa
describe a son of God—a messianic figure, with a paramount role in eschatological
events. The fathering language in these texts echoes the psalms. In 4Q246 an
eschatological figure is identified as the son of God. This could be understood as a
messianic figure, but the text is too fragmentary to say for certain.

There are also references to sons of God in deuterocanonical and
pseudepigraphal books. For example, the angels are called sons of God in the
Wisdom of Solomon (Wis 5:5). The righteous person is also called a son of God (Wis
2:18; Sir 4:10). Jubilees 1:24-25 looks ahead to a restoration of God’s people in
which they will be called “sons of the living God.”

The Hellenistic Jewish writer Philo of Alexandria references an intermediary
with many names, one of which is “son of God.” This individual is an adaptation of a
Jewish angelic figure. For example, while discussing the reason why people can be
given the designation “the sons of the Lord God” (Deut 14:1; cf. Deut 32:18), Philo
states that even if no one is qualified to be called a son of God, that person can be
called “the son of the divine Logos,” “the first born,” and the “the eldest” of all God’s
angels (Philo, Conf., 146—47; Endo, Creation and Christology, 175).

Graeco-Roman Uses
Certain Roman rulers were designated as a son of god, or a son of their deified
father. For example, Augustus ’official name was “Emperor Caesar Augustus, son of
god” (Collins, “Mark and His Readers,” 95). Following an emperor’s funeral, the
senate could decide to deify the former ruler and establish an official cult in his honor
(Price, “Gods and Emperors,” 83). After the death of Julius Caesar, the senate
honored him as a divine, ascended being. Thus, Julius Caesar’s adopted son
Octavian was considered the son of a divine man (divi filius), which was later
inscribed on coins, inscriptions, and monuments (Mowery, “Son of God,” 101;
Peppard, “The Eagle,” 435). Many honorific titles were inscribed in highly visible
public places, such as an inscription from Macedonia that recognized Augustus as
son of God (Mowery, “Son of God,” 110; Peppard, “The Eagle,” 434).

Other emperors in the first century to receive divine status (apotheosis)
include Tiberius, Claudius, Vespasian, Titus, and Nerva (Elliott and Reasoner,
Documents, 141). Sons of these divinized rulers could embrace the honorific title,
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son of god. In an edict, Tiberius *adopted son Germanicus called himself “son of the
god Augustus [Tiberius] and grandson of Augustus” (Collins, “Mark and His
Readers,” 95). The emperor Nero was Claudius *adopted son and was called the
“son of the divine Claudius” (Elliott and Reasoner, Documents, 149).

New Testament Uses

The language of sonship in the New Testament communicates God’s endorsement,
commission, and empowerment of Jesus as the chosen king (Bateman, “Defining
the Titles,” 547). When the Gospel authors spoke of Jesus as the Son of God, they
may have intended the title in the sense of the Old Testament regal notion of a
divinely chosen king. For example, God’s voice of approval—my “beloved son”—
spoken to Jesus at His baptism (Mark 1:11) has a verbal connection with Psa 2:7
and hearkens to first-century Jewish messianic expectations and the Judaism of his
time. There are, however, other views of the title’s origin. For instance, according to
Rudolf Bultmann, the early church applied the title to the risen Christ (Bultmann,
Theology of the New Testament, 128). For Bultmann, God’s proclamation of Jesus
as His beloved son at the transfiguration (Mark 9:7) represents an instance of divine
sonship being assigned to the resurrection story and projected into the past by the
church (Bultmann, Theology of the New Testament, 125; compare Acts 13:33, Rom
1:3—4, which link divine sonship to the resurrection and exaltation of Jesus).

Oscar Cullmann suggests the title came from Jesus ’own self-conscious use
of Old Testament language, reflecting an understanding that in some unique way He
was God’s Son (Cullmann, The Christology, 282—83). Jesus ’use of Abba (Mark
14:36) does imply personal awareness of a Father-Son relationship of some kind
(Loader, “The Apocalyptic,” 528). Summarizing the conclusions of J. Jeremias,
Richard Bauckham states that there is no evidence of the use of afpa (abba) as an
address to God in all the prayer literature of Judaism (Bauckham, “The Sonship,”
246). This may demonstrate a perceived distinctiveness about Jesus ’relationship to
God—Jesus was not simply communicating a good Jewish person’s relationship to
God as His father (Bauckham, “The Sonship,” 248).

Connection to Roman Rulers
On other occasions, the Gospel authors may have employed the title to elevate
Jesus over Roman rulers who often referred to themselves by this particular
designation. For example, the Gospel authors may have included the Roman
centurion’s claim about Jesus as a/the Son of God (Mark 15:39) or the Roman
soldiers who confess Jesus as a/the Son of God at the cross (Matt 27:54) as a way
of transferring to Jesus a title then attributed to Roman emperors (Carter, Matthew
and Empire, 69). Their audience would likely have understood the centurion’s and
the soldiers ’claim that the crucified Jesus was the authentic son of God to mean He
was the ruler of the known world rather than the emperor.

Further, in the Graeco-Roman world, the enthronement or birth of an emperor
was regarded as “good news” (Kim, “Jesus the Son of God,” 128). For example, a
Priene inscription about Caesar Octavian from 9 bc speaks of his birth as the
birthday of the god and as the beginning of his good news for the world
(Witherington, The Gospel of Mark, 69). Therefore, it is significant that Mark opens
his book with “The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God”
(Mark 1:1 NRSV). Mark may have intentionally drawn this parallel in order to draw a
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connection between Jesus ’arrival and the arrival or celebration of the Roman
emperor.

The Text-Critical Problem in the Opening of Mark’s Gospel

The phrase “Son of God” in the opening of Mark has inspired much textual-critical
debate. The phrase viod 0god (huiou theou) is missing in the Codex Sinaiticus and
several other important textual witnesses. Arguments center on whether the phrase
was accidentally omitted from an initial text or added by a scribe in order to expand
the divine name or the title of the book. The disputed phrase viot 6cod (huiou theou)
is enclosed in brackets in Nestle-Aland 27. In the recent SBL Greek New Testament,
the phrase is omitted. Some scholars, such as Bart Ehrman, have argued for the
shorter version, based on the unlikely event that a copier would have omitted words
in the very first line of the text (Ehrman, “The Text of Mark,” 150). Copying texts was
a long, difficult process. Fatigue would have led to carelessness that resulted in
omissions, but these were not likely at the outset of the process (Ehrman, “The Text
of Mark,” 150). Ehrman also claims the shorter version is to be preferred by its
occurrence in a “range of textual witnesses that are early, widespread and
unrelated” (Ehrman, “The Text of Mark,” 150).

Tommy Wasserman takes issue with Ehrman’s view, citing several examples
from other passages in the New Testament where an omission occurs at the
beginning of book, such as 2 Cor 1:1, where Codex 489 omits tod 6sod (fou theou)
(Wasserman, “The ‘Son of God,” ” 47).

Dean Deppe approaches the issue by asking whether the title “Son of God” is
required in the opening of the Gospel to adequately reflect Mark’s Christology
(Deppe, “Markan Christology,” 45—64). According to Deppe, the opening of Mark
correctly but insufficiently attributes Jesus as the Christ, because Mark’s
presentation of Jesus also requires the Son of God designation in order to
emphasize His glory (e.g., Mark 1:11; 9:7) and His suffering (e.g., Mark 15:39;
Deppe, “Markan Christology,” 55). “Son of God” appears at crucial points in the
Markan text. Deppe concludes that the phrase was included in the original opening
because it more fully reflects Mark’s theology of Jesus expressed throughout the
Gospel (Deppe, “Markan Christology,” 55).

“Son of God” at the Conclusion of Mark’s Gospel

The confession by a Roman soldier at the conclusion of the Gospel of Mark is also a
topic of active discussion. As noted, Mark 15:39 recounts a centurion’s statement
following Jesus ’death in which he proclaims that “truly this man was a/the Son of
God.” The definite article does not appear in the Greek text before the noun “Son,”
making the interpretation of viog 6eod (huios theou) a matter of debate. Should it be
translated as “a son of God” or “the Son of God”? Normally, predicate nouns that
precede the verb exclude the article. Yet there are exceptions to the rule (Johnson,
“Is Mark,” 4). If the article is omitted, the meaning more likely communicates the
centurion’s assertion, either honestly or mockingly, that Jesus was a divine man/son
of a god.

Kelly lverson asserts that whether the confession represented a genuine
expression of faith and devotion or a derogatory statement of mockery depends on
the unknown tone, gestures, and facial expressions communicated with the
statement (Iverson, “A Centurion’s ‘Confession,” ” 330).
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According to Tae Hun Kim, the epithet without the definite article would not
have had christological significance but would have echoed the language of Roman
emperor worship and perhaps still challenged the ruling Roman authorities by
assigning this designation to Jesus (Kim, “The Anarthrous,” 221-41).

Earl Johnson doubts Mark’s audience would have believed in a Christian
confession from a Roman centurion; Romans generally disliked foreigners and would
be unlikely to respect one sentenced to crucifixion (Johnson, “Is Mark,” 14).

The Son of God

In his letters, Paul uses “Son” and “Son of God” as key titles for Jesus (e.g., Rom
8:3—4). Paul’s references to Jesus ’divine sonship have the definite article (“the”)
along with the phrase Son of God, conveying that Jesus ’divine sonship was unique
(Hurtado, “Son of God,” 903). As the unique Son, He holds “special standing, status
and favor with God” (Hurtado, “Son of God,” 903). Paul uses divine sonship to
convey themes of ancestry, power, and the right to rule as reigning king (1 Cor
15:20-28; Elliott, Documents, 144). Paul also speaks of God sending the Son for the
reconciliation of humanity (Rom 5:10)—a Son, now in heaven, will return at the
second advent for awaiting Christians (1 Thess 1:10). In these passages, Paul
describes Jesus ’divine sonship as soteriological and eschatological (Gal 4:4-5;
Peppard, “Adopted and Begotten,” 98).

A Son of God

Son of God is also applied to a person who places faith in Jesus. In Galatians, Paul
describes Christians as sons of God (Gal 3:26—28), adopted siblings and heirs of the
covenantal promises of Abraham (Gal 3:28—4:6). Paul’s use of the term reflects the
imagery of adoption and inheritance practices in Roman society. In Graeco-Roman
culture, adopted sons were guaranteed inheritance rights, which included not only
land and other wealth but also the family name, the family honor, and a share of the
family spirit (Peppard, “Adopted and Begotten,” 96). Thus, “son” carries much weight
in terms of status and position.
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Mark Series #7
Mark 11:1-33

1. Think back to a time when you acted with pride.

Read Mark 11:1-11

2. In verse 2, Jesus tells His disciples to borrow a young donkey, probably owned by
someone in the village. Despite the unusual request, the disciples follow His
instructions. If God asks you to do something unusual, unconventional or
unfamiliar (e.g. joining a mission trip to Timor Leste), how would you respond?

3. The choice of a young donkey, a humble animal, instead of a big and powerful
war horse, reveals Jesus' humility. How does Jesus' choice of a humble donkey
reflect His character and the nature of His kingship?

4. How can we, as Jesus’ disciples imitate His humility in our own lives?

Read Mark 11:15-19

5. Instead of going into Jerusalem to be proclaimed as the Messiah who will deliver
the Jews from Roman’s oppression, Jesus went to “cleanse” the temple instead,
by overturning tables of moneychanger and seats of those who sold pigeons.
What is the significance of this act?

6. Consider your bodies as a temple of God (1 Cor 6:19). What areas of your life
need a transformation (overturning) in order for you to wholeheartedly love and
serve God?

Read Mark 11:12-14, 20-25

7. When Jesus cursed the fig tree for not bearing fruit out of season, it might have
seemed harsh. Nevertheless, it allowed Jesus to teach a profound lesson on the
power of prayer that is made in faith (as seen in verses 23-24). What does it mean
to pray with faith?

8. Do you pray with faith? If not, what hinders you from believing that God is able to
answer your prayers? Spend some time praying for one another to grow in faith in
our prayer lives.




H
===
2 O 2 3 m¥ HOLLAND
ml viace
METHODIST
CHURCH

Questions from Mentimeter on 20 August 2023 that have not been addressed:

1. Does Jesus really mean that Christians have to sell ALL their possessions &
give ALL proceeds to the poor? If not, what did He mean?

Answer:

It's not clear that Jesus intended all Christians to follow this rule. However, he did
emphasize that we shouldn't value material possessions too much. Eternal life is a
gift from God and can't be earned, so giving everything to the poor shouldn't be
seen as a way to earn salvation. (Mark 10:27; John 3:16; Ephesians 2:8-9).

Furthermore, the obstacles that can hinder us from wholeheartedly following
Jesus are not restricted to wealth alone; they can also encompass positions,
statuses, or even our own family members. How often do we encounter
individuals who are reluctant to embrace Christianity due to the fear of being
disowned by their families?

2. Does the church have a marketplace ministry? Can the companies and
workers nearby in one-north considered a mission field?

Essentially, any location or person untouched by the Gospel of Jesus Christ can

be seen as a mission field. Nonetheless, in a Christian context, the term 'mission’
often pertains to international endeavours, especially in places where the Gospel
hasn't been proclaimed.

When we engage with non-believing friends in a well-covered Gospel area like
Singapore, it's known as evangelism. If you feel led by God to connect with
individuals in your local community, that becomes your mission field for
evangelism.
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Mark Series #8
Mark 12:1-44

1. If you won a huge prize in a lucky draw, how would you feel about sharing it with
some people you've never met?

Read Mark 12:1-12
2. Who are the various characters in the parable and who do they represent?

3. Why did the Jewish leaders and people reject the prophets that God sent, and
now, God’s son, Jesus? (See v.10, Mark 7:24-30 & 11:17)

4. Read Isaiah 5:1-7. How do you think the Jewish leaders would have interpreted
the parable that Jesus told?

5. What is God’s judgement on those who persistently reject the purposes for which
God has called them to?

Read Mark 12:13-17
6. What was the trap that the Pharisees and Herodians set for Jesus?

7. How can we “Render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to God the
things that are God’s?” (v. 17, See Gen 1:26-27, Rom 13:1-7 & 1 Peter 2:13-17)

8. What are the areas in our lives today where we might be tempted to believe have
nothing to do with our faith?

9. Are you uncomfortable with the notion that Jesus is the King who brings
judgement? Share why.
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Question from Mentimeter on 27 August 2023 that has not been addressed:

1. Why did Jesus curse the fig tree in Mark 11:12? Is it simply to teach His
disciples later to have faith in verse 20?

Answer:

This passage is among the most challenging in the Bible to comprehend. The
complexity arises from the fact that Jesus did not find any figs on the tree due to
the simple reason that “It was not the season for figs.”

Why did Jesus curse the tree when He knew it wasn't the season for it to bear
fruit? Besides desiring to teach the disciples about faith in prayer, Jesus may have
also intended to convey the following points:

1) He has authority over nature as the Son of God. It is part of Mark's broader
narrative highlighting Jesus as the powerful Messiah and Son of God.

2) The fig tree symbolizes Israel (Hosea 9:10; Nahum 3:12). Jesus, through his
words and actions, performed a miraculous act of destruction. Despite being
covered in leaves, the tree bore no fruit, which could represent the hypocrisy of
the nation of Israel, particularly its religious leaders who appeared devout
outwardly but lacked genuine substance within.

Reflecting on Matthew 23:27, we find Jesus' poignant words directed towards
the Jewish leaders: “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you
are like whitewashed tombs, which outwardly appear beautiful, but within are
full of dead people's bones and all uncleanness.”

With this in mind, our aspiration should encompass more than mere outward
virtue; it should encompass an inner sanctification.
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Mark Series #9
Mark 13:1-37

1. Recall a memorable instance when you eagerly anticipated meeting someone you
had longed to see. Reflect on the emotions that surged within you during the
period of anticipation and share your thoughts and actions while patiently awaiting
the person’s arrival.

Read Mark 13:1-13

2. In his teachings, Jesus warned his disciples about false claimants who would say,
'l am He,' as the end times draw near. If you were there during that time, how
would you protect yourself from being deceived? What steps can you take to
safeguard your faith from falsehood?

3. Jesus also warned that, for His name's sake, many of His followers would face
persecution and be brought to trial (v.9,11-13). What do you think will empower
His people to sustain their faith in Jesus during such challenging circumstances?

4. In Mark 13:10 Jesus mentions that the gospel must be proclaimed to all nations
before the end comes. How can we actively participate in fulfilling this mission
even today?

Read Mark 13:14-37

5. Mark 13:24-27 describes the coming of the Son of Man with great power and
glory. How does this passage affect our faith in His return and what shall we do
while we are waiting for Him?

6. Jesus warned of an unprecedented tribulation before His return, so severe that
without divine intervention, no one would survive (vs. 19-20). How does this
passage inspire faith in God, who will step in to alleviate His people's suffering?
Have you encountered God's intervention in times of trouble? If so, please share
your experience.

7. Only the Father knows when Jesus will return (v.32). Jesus tells us, His disciples,
to stay watchful and prepared for His unexpected return (Matthew 24:36-39, 42-
43; 1 Thessalonians 5:1-3). Why do you think this readiness matters, and what
should we do to be prepared for His return?

8. In Mark 13:34-37, Jesus speaks of the importance of the master finding his
servants faithful when He returns. How can we be faithful stewards of the
resources and responsibilities God has entrusted to us as we await His return?
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Mark Series #10
Mark 14:1-11, 17-21

1. Reflect on when you accepted Jesus as your Lord and Saviour. Has your passion
for Christ dwindled? If so, how has the Lord challenged your heart this morning?

2. Read Mark 14:10-11. Judas spent approximately three and a half years in the
company of Jesus witnessing His power and His love first-hand, similar to the
other disciples. Why do you think Judas chose to betray Jesus in the end?

3. Have we considered the importance of starting well and ending well in our spiritual
journey? How can we ensure that Christ remain as our first love?

4. Reflecting on Judas' disappointment in Jesus not meeting his Messianic
expectations, how do we handle our own disappointments when God does not
answer our prayers?

5. Considering the boiling frog analogy in the sermon, what subtle compromises or
small sins might we be ignoring? How can we spot and deal with these minor
lapses before they become major spiritual problems?

6. How can we ensure that our motive in following Jesus is not diluted with our own
personal agenda?
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Questions from Mentimeter that have not been addressed:

1. Jesus mentioned “the elects”, who are “the elects”?
Answer:

The term 'the elects' finds its origins in the Greek word 'eklegomai.' This word,
'‘eklegomai,' is parallel with the Greek word 'ekletos,' meaning 'chosen,' which is
often synonymous with the term 'church.' In 1 Peter 2:9, 'ekletos' is employed to
describe those chosen by God, commonly referred to as His chosen people or the
church.

In other part of the Gospel, Jesus refers His disciples as chosen by His Father
(Matthew 22:14; John 15:16, see also John 6:37-40).

Consequently, it is reasonable to assert that the term 'elect’ is used to signify
God's people or the church.

2. Mk 11:24 promises that with faith, we will receive what we ask for in prayer. But if
we have trouble believing, how could we ask God to help us overcome our
unbelief as in Mk 9:247?

Answer:

We continue asking God in prayer to help us to have faith in Him.

3. Mark 13:18 mentions to pray that the abomination of desolation will not happen in
winter. What is the significance of winter?

Answer:
Jesus mentions winter because this would be an especially hard time for persons
attempting to flee, since the cold and rain-swollen streams would present great
hazard. (Holman NT Commentary).

4. What are the unexpected ways that we can develop when Jesus is coming?
Answer:
The question we should ask ourselves is how to prepare for Jesus' arrival, as
emphasized in Mark 13:32, when the exact timing remains unknown. In response,

Jesus provides clear guidance: His disciples should remain vigilant and stay alert
(v.33, 36).
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5. The end times also speaks about judgement and the separation of the sheep and
the goat. How can we have assurance that we are the sheep and not the

Answer:
Perhaps to answer the first question, we can look at Mathew 25:35-39:

35 For | was hungry and you gave me food, | was thirsty and you gave me drink, |
was a stranger and you welcomed me, 3¢ | was naked and you clothed me, | was
sick and you visited me, | was in prison and you came to me.’ 3" Then the
righteous will answer him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed
you, or thirsty and give you drink? 38 And when did we see you a stranger and
welcome you, or naked and clothe you? 3° And when did we see you sick or in
prison and visit you?’

The above does not refer to salvation by works. What this means is that true faith
in Christ will be evidence through our love and care for others. We are
transformed into the kind of people who serve our King through our actions.
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Mark Series #11
Mark 14:26-15:15

1. How does the Gospel of Mark differ from the other three Gospels?

2. What are your experiences of failure towards God?

3. How does God restore you?

4. How can we grow in our devotional life in God?

5. Christ died for our sins. How do you feel about your salvation?

CHURCH
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Questions from Mentimeter that have not been addressed:

1. In Mark 13:22, the caution on claiming signs and wonders is clear. Do we take
with a pinch of salt any one pointing towards many signs and wonders are
happening?

Answer:

Approach miraculous reports cautiously, especially in the end times. Jesus
warned us about false Christs and prophets performing miracles (Mark 13:22;
Matthew 24:24-25).

Cultivating discernment (1 Corinthians 12:10) helps us stay vigilant. Since not
everyone has this gift, Christians should firmly root themselves in God's Word
and grow in their relationship with Christ to avoid being misled by teachings that
don't align with the Word of God (Ephesians 4:14).

2. Mark 13:14, where is the present day Abomination of Desolation and what sits
there today?

Answer:

Bible Scholars acknowledge that Mark 13:14 is one of the most difficult verses in
Mark Gospel if not in the entire New Testament. The phrase abomination of
desolation is derived from Daniel (Daniel 9:27; 11:31; 12:11).

Bible commentators agree that abomination that cause desolation in Daniel is
fulfilled multiple times.

First, in the time of Maccabean period in 167 BC. 1 Maccabees 1:54-59 records,
“564 Now on the fifteenth day of Chislev, in the one hundred forty-fifth year, they
erected a desolating sacrilege on the altar of burnt offering. They also built altars
in the surrounding towns of Judah, §5 and offered incense at the doors of the
houses and in the streets. 56 The books of the law that they found they tore to
pieces and burned with fire.... 59 On the twenty-fifth day of the month they
offered sacrifice on the altar that was on top of the altar of burnt offering.

Second, in the year of 70 AD when General Titus destroyed Jerusalem and the
temple (Luke 21:20).

Third, in the end time by the Anti-Christ. 2 Thessalonians 2:3-4, “® Let no one
deceive you in any way. For that day will not come, unless the rebellion comes
first, and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the son of destruction,* who
opposes and exalts himself against every so-called god or object of worship, so
that he takes his seat in the temple of God, proclaiming himself to be God.

Are we living in the end time? Are we able to see 2 Thessalonians 2:3-4 being
fulfilled today? Certainly, we can see some signs of it where having faith in God
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becomes a mockery and those who hold Biblical values in their life are being
ridiculed.

3. When we pray to Jesus, how can we be sure it's God’s speaking to us and it’s
not our own thoughts?

Answer:

The Bible serves as our guide for living and practicing our faith because it is the
Word of God (2 Timothy 3:16). Any inner voice that contradicts God's Word does
not originate from Him; it could be our own thoughts and desires, worldly
philosophies, or even influence from the devil. If you're uncertain whether the
voice you're hearing aligns with the Bible, it's advisable to seek guidance from
your pastor.

4. Was Judas eternally lost from the very start?

5. Is Judas in hell now, even though he was crucial to God'’s plan for Jesus?

6. Jesus called him son of destruction, that Scripture might be fulfilled. - is Judas
lost eternally or lost in the moment of betrayal?

Answer:

These questions (4, 5, and 6) are common and controversial topics that often
lead to debates among Bible school students, theologians, and the wider
Christian community.

While we can speculate about the answer for these questions, we can't conclude
it for sure. The Bible offers limited information, except for a record that Judas
took his own life due to deep regret. Suicide is a murder, which is strongly
condemned by God (Exodus 20:13; 23:7; Deuteronomy 5:17; Romans 13:9;
Revelation 21:8). Having mentioned the above verses, still we can’t be sure in
the case of Judas Iscariot.

7. What motivated Judas' tears of remorse?
Answer:

Mark does not record what happen to Judas after he betrayed Jesus. However,
Matthew records a little information about him in that episode. Matthew 27:3-5.
Verse 3 specifically mention, “Then when Judas, his betrayer, saw that

Jesus was condemned, he changed his mind and brought back the thirty pieces
of silver to the chief priests and the elders,” and in verse 4, he recognized that he
has betrayed an innocent man.”

Perhaps Judas did not expect that Jesus would be condemned in such
condemnation that led to his senses and changed his mind. Certainly, he
regretted his action that led to his remorse.
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8. In calling out the fact that He will be betrayed, did Jesus look for Judas to admit
and repent of his action before it was too late?

Answer:

The Bible is silent about this and therefore we can only speculate and there is no
a definite answer for this question.

9. God has a plan for redemption and part of that require a betrayer, if not Judas,
could God have completed his plan through someone else?

10. Since Judas DID have a choice, if he hadn’t betrayed God, how would have
God’s plan been fulfilled?

11. Did someone have to betray Jesus for him to be crucified? Could he have been
arrested regardless?

Answer:

Questions 9, 10 and 11 are similar.

There are several Scriptures in the Old Testament that mention about the
suffering Messiah which are fulfilled in Jesus. One of them is Isaiah 53 that
describe the suffering that Jesus has to go through as the promised Messiah
(Isaiah 53:1-12).

What happened in the event of Jesus’ crucifixion is the fulfilment of Isaiah 53:1-
12. The following verses in the New Testament confirm that Isaiah 53 is fulfilled
in Jesus (Matthew 8:14-17 — Isaiah 53:5; Luke 22:37 — Isaiah 53:12; 1 Peter
2:21-24 — Isaiah 53-5-7; Acts 8:26-35 — Isaiah 53:7-8).

So it does not matter whether Judas would betray Jesus or not, God’s plan of
salvation through the suffering Messiah will be accomplished. If not through
Judas that led to His crucifixion, it may through someone else that led Jesus
fulfilled what has been prophesied in the Old Testament.

12. Did Judas return the silver eventually?
Answer:
Matthew 27:3-5 (ESV)

3 Then when Judas, his betrayer, saw that Jesus was condemned, he changed
his mind and brought back the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and the
elders, 4 saying, “I have sinned by betraying innocent blood.” They said, “What is
that to us? See to it yourself.” ® And throwing down the pieces of silver into the
temple, he departed, and he went and hanged himself.




Mark Series #12
Mark 15:16-16:8

1.

How do you prefer movie or book endings: happy, sad, or open to interpretation?
Why?

. How do you interpret the significance of the Gospel of Mark's ending, and what do

you think it conveys about the message of the Gospel?

. In what ways does the story of the resurrection of Jesus Christ impact your life

today, and how does it influence your faith and hope as a believer?

. How does the fulfilment of the prophecy regarding Jesus' suffering, resurrection,

and events post-resurrection inspire trust in God's promises?

. Can you identify specific promises from the Bible that provide you with hope and

assurance in challenging times?

. Does the idea of God forgiving and allowing a new beginning connect with your

own experiences and beliefs? Can you share a time when you needed a fresh
start or forgiveness?

. How does the idea of Jesus coming back give you hope in a difficult world, and

how does it affect how you live and think right now?
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Questions from Mentimeter that have not been addressed:

1. What is the similarities and differences between the woman with the alabaster
flask of expensive oil and Mary expensive pound of ointment in John 12.

Answer:
In term of similarities:

* The woman with the alabaster flask, as portrayed in Mark 14 and John 12, is
unequivocally one and the same individual.

* This identical narrative is also documented in the Gospel of Matthew 26.
According to the accounts provided by these three Gospels (Matthew, Mark, and
John), these events transpired in Bethany, a locality in close proximity to
Jerusalem.

* In these three Gospels mentioned above, the woman's action is met with
criticism for wastage of the expensive oil worth 300 denarii (Mark 14:5; John
12:5) — a substantial sum, as highlighted in Matthew 26:9.

* In response to the criticism, Jesus declares that what the woman does is to
prepare for His burial (Matthew 26:12-13; Mark 14:8-9, John 12:7).

In term of differences:

e Notably, Matthew and Mark abstain from disclosing the identity of the
woman, whereas John explicitly identifies her as Mary, potentially the
same Mary who is the sister of Martha and Lazarus (John 12:2; Luke
10:38-42).

Additionally, it's essential to mention another account involving a different woman
who anointed Jesus with an alabaster flask of oil, found in Luke 7:37. This
distinct episode should not be confused with the accounts found in Matthew,
Mark, and John.

2. Is the Seder meal also held here in church?
Answer:

The Seder meal is served during Passover by Jews, even today. "Seder," which
means "order" in English, takes place at a table and involves dozens of traditions
that represent various aspects of the Passover story.

The Passover itself is celebrated to commemorate Israel's deliverance from the
bondage in Egypt. In that episode, God asked the Israelites living in Egypt as
slaves to sacrifice a lamb. Every Israelite family had to slaughter a lamb and paint
the lamb's blood on their doorframe. God then sent the angel of death, and any
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house in Egypt that did not have the lamb's blood on its doorframe would have its
first-born son killed by the angel of death (Read Exodus 12).

Therefore, Jesus and His disciples, as Jews, celebrated Passover as well (Mark
14:12-21; Matthew 26:17-25; Luke 22:7-13; John 12).

The church does not observe Seder as the Jews do. However, we always
commemorate the death of Jesus as the Lamb of God who redeems us from the
bondage of sin on the cross during Holy Communion, as instituted by Jesus (read
Luke 22:17-19).

Because of the sacrifice of the Lamb of God on the cross, we are spared from the
punishment of our sins of eternal death. Instead, we are offered salvation by
grace through Jesus Christ as our sacrificial Lamb.
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Going Deeper with God
Jeremiah 29:11-13

1. What does going Deeper with God mean to you?

2. Are you happy with your current relationship with God? Why or Why not?

3. Why is having the right heart so important?

4. Do you have a plan to draw closer to God? If not, create one. Share your plan
with your Life Group.

5. Do you have your favourite bible verses? Share with your Life Group and why
you chose them.

6. What is your personal commitment to Go Deeper with God moving forward?
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God & Family Series #1
Friendship & Dating

1. Apart from your spouse (if you're married), share who is your best (or close) friend
and describe your relationship.

2. Read Proverbs 18:22-24. According to the proverb, what type of company should
one keep?

3. Ps Jeremy spoke about Situationships from a thir.st article. Share your thoughts
on “romantic relationships that lack clear commitment or parameters.”
(see https://thirst.sg/situationships-more-than-friendship-less-than-love/)

4. Do you agree that intention and clarity should be the foundation of every
friendship or relationship?

5. Read Ecclesiastes 4:9-12. Friendships are God’s gift to us, do you agree that God
can be at the centre of every friendship (even with a non-Christian)?
Why or why not?

6. Are there friendships or relationships that do not honour Christ? Share with one
another how you can change that.

Verses that Ps Jeremy referenced in his sermon (in order of mention).

Proverbs 18:22-24 Psalm 1:1-2 Genesis 24:56-58
1 Corinthians 7:36 Ecclesiastes 4:9-12 John 15:14-15
Psalm 37:4-5 1 Corinthians 9:5 1 Corinthians 7:39

Proverbs 31:30 Ephesians 5:22-27



https://thirst.sg/situationships-more-than-friendship-less-than-love/
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God & Family Series #2
Expecting

1. What are some expectations that you have of the people close to you (e.g.
spouse, children, parents, ‘best friends,’ etc.)?

2. What are some of the things in your marriage or family life that you have been
expecting God to do that you need to surrender before God?

3. What can we do to surrender these things to God and wait with expectancy rather
than expectation.

4. Are there some areas in your life (marriage and family) where God has been
dethroned that you would like God to take central place in?

5. Are there some practical things we can do to put God first in our family life?

6. How can we as a church family support one another to grow in our expectancy of
God?
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God and Family Series #3
Sexuality

1. What is your understanding of sexual ethics (God’s design for sex, marriage and
children), vs the sexual revolution (man’s corrupted view of sex, marriage and
children)?

2. What is God'’s design for Marriage & Family? What are the benefits when man
follows God'’s design? What are some examples of “Man’s deviation” from God’s
design, and what are the costs/consequences to self, children and society when
such deviations occur?

3. What can we (as individuals and as the Church) do to “go back" to God’s design
for sexuality, marriage and family?

4. What are the 4 quadrants (or 4 categories) of the LGBT community? How might
we related or respond to each of them?

5. What happens when we (as individuals and as the Church) respond with (i) “No
Truth and No Compassion”; (ii) “No Truth but with Compassion”; (iii) “With Truth
but no Compassion” and (iv) “With Truth and with Compassion”? What is the
ideal?
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God & Family Series #4

Faith in the Family

1. What habits or patterns of intentional teaching do you currently practice or now
intend to start in your family?

2. How might you make space to be present to one another and for learning on the
go to happen in your family?

3. Reflect on your season of life as a spouse, parent, and/or disciple of Christ and
consider if you've been surprised by or feel unready for this new season of life
(e.g. going to college, starting working life, becoming first time parents, adjusting
to children who are teenagers, children becoming adults, empty nesters,
retirement, etc.).

4. What might a plan for periodic check-ins and reflections with each other as
couples/parents and/or a family look like for you?

5. Share examples of how you’ve noticed your spouse, children, or other members
of your extended family have demonstrated self-giving love and care to you.
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Conference Sunday
The Blessed Man
Psalm 1:1-6

1. What are some blessings you have in your life?

2. What should our attitude be to studying the word of God? How does that compare
to your current attitude?

3. Are you like the tree receiving spiritual refreshment from multiple sources?

4. What are your sources of spiritual feeding and refreshment? What would you like
to add? Pray with the group to help you achieve it.

5. What fruit are you currently yielding for others? What fruit would you like to yield?
Ask the Lord for it!
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Truth & Love
3 John

1. Have you ever had to grudgingly extend hospitality to someone (or a group of
people)? (e.g. relatives, overseas guests, etc.)

Read 3 John
2. What is the “truth” that the writer is referring to? (3 John 3, 4, 8 & 12; cf. 2 John 7,
John 1:14, 17, 4:24, 14:6, etc.)

3. What are the attitudes and actions of Diotrephes which are reprimanded by the
writer?

4. What are the attitudes and actions of Gaius which are commended by the writer?

5. The writer refers to those who “have gone out for the sake of the name” (v.7) In
our time, who might such persons be and what are some ways in which we can
support them?

6. How might “imitating God” be expressed in (i) your personal life, (ii) your family,
(i) your Life Group and (iv) HYMC?
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A Bad Case of Martha-itis?
Luke 10: 38-42

1. Do you relate more to Mary or Martha? Share why.

2. Have you ever asked God the question, “Lord, don’t you care?” Share with your
group the situation and how God answered your question.

3. What worries do you carry currently? Read Proverbs 3:5-6 and Philippians 4:6-7.
What do these passages tell us to do with our worries and what will be the result?

4. God longs to have fellowship with us. How does it make you feel to think that
Jesus longs to have time alone with you? How could this turn your devotional life
from a duty to a delight?

5. Intimacy with God comes through prayer, the Word and time. Which of these three
disciplines do you find the easiest and which do you find most difficult?

6. How can we encourage one another to grow in intimacy and fellowship with Christ
so that He can restore our joy in serving?

* Questions are adapted from Having a Mary Heart in a Marth World by Joanna
Weaver
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From Gloom To Glory
Isaiah 9:6-7

1. Could you share a significant moment in your life when you received
distressing news? What was the nature of the news, and how did you respond
to it emotionally?

2. In what ways does the anticipation of the Messiah's arrival, particularly the
Second Advent portraying the glorious return of Jesus, bring hope into your life
amid the challenges and uncertainties of the present world?

3. Can you elaborate with your own words why it is true as the speaker said that our
paramount need is God's forgiveness of our sins? (To understand the context of
the question, please read Isaiah 9:1-3; Matthew 4:15-16; John 8:12 and
Ephesians 5:8).

4. How does recognizing Jesus as the "Wonderful Counsellor" affect the decisions
we make in areas like relationships, career, and personal growth?

5. Do you affirm the belief that Jesus is the Mighty God, holding control over our
circumstances? Can you recount a personal experience when you felt God's
intervention in a challenging situation, and if so, please share this experience with
the group?

6. How does the concept of Jesus as the "Everlasting Father" redefine our
understanding of God's love, forgiveness, and constant presence in our lives?

7. Considering Romans 5:1-2 and 6:23, and recognizing Jesus as the Prince of
Peace, do you believe we can experience God's peace as His children amid the
chaos of the world? If so, how can we incorporate and practice this peace in our
everyday lives?
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From Fear To Faith
Hebrews 11:1-3

1. Ask each other, “How’s your soul?”
Be honest as we are here to journey with each other as a Life Group, spurring
each other on in this journey of faith!

2. How has God revealed Himself to you this week?
God often works in supernaturally natural ways. Are there things that happened
this week that surprised you in a good way? Perhaps God was orchestrating
something for your benefit.

Read the entire chapter of Hebrews 11
3. Which Bible character in Hebrews 11 do you like? If possible, read the account of
that character together as a Life Group.

4. In what area(s) of your life are you able to place your faith in God, your Creator?
In what area(s) do you find it difficult to place your faith in Him? Why do you
struggle with these area(s)?

5. All the men and women of faith listed in Hebrews 11 held God'’s words in the
highest esteem and they acted on the things God instructed them to do. God, our
Creator, formed all of us with a purpose. Share with your Life Group a time you
decided to follow God’s leading and what was the outcome.

If a sharing encouraged you in your current life stage, write it down so you know
that if God can do it for them, God can do it for you as well! Let our faith arise as
we hear the word of God in our Life Groups.
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From Perplexity to Peace
John 14:27; 16:33

1. Describe your 2023 experience in one word.

. How does the peace that Jesus offers differ from the superficial peace that the
world provides?

. How should we approach difficulties in our lives, knowing trials are certain and
Jesus has overcome the world?

. Expanding upon John 16:33, what would be an appropriate way for us to respond
to others who are having trouble?

. Paul experienced God's all-surpassing peace despite all his challenging
circumstances as he kept his focus on God. What do you do when life's storms
come your way?

. Reflecting on Habakkuk's story (Read all three chapters of Habakkuk), can you
share a time when you responded like Habakkuk did? What can you learn from
your experience and what can you learn from Habakkuk?
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From Hopelessness to Hopefulness
Luke 2:25-35

1. What makes you (or others) feel a sense of hopelessness?

Read Luke 2:25-35

2. What was Simeon waiting for and why was he described as “righteous”™? (See
“righteous” (Gk dikaios), is used on Simeon as is also used of Zechariah and
Elizabeth in Luke 1:6 and of Joseph in Matt 1:19).

3. What does Simeon mean when he refers to Jesus as “a light for revelation to the
Gentiles, and for glory to your people Israel?” (Luke 2:32)

4. Ps Jeremy suggests that Hope comes through Longing. Do you agree? How can
longing for something bring hope?

5. What are the promises that God has given us (as (i) individuals, (ii) our
community and (iii) humanity and (iv) creation) that brings hope even amidst
darkness?

6. Are you hoping for something in this advent and Christmas season? Would you
share it with one another and pray that God will grant you patience and
obedience in your waiting.
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Running The Race In 2024
Philippians 3:12-14

1. Look at your life and church involvement. Are there areas where you've become
spiritually complacent? How can you foster a desire for deeper connection with
Christ and ongoing personal growth, regardless of your previous contributions?

2. What burdens or hindrances (e.g. unforgiveness, anger, grief, guilt) do you need
to let go of before entering 20247

3. Considering Paul's change from persecutor to follower of Christ, how can we learn
from his example and release our past mistakes, embracing God's forgiveness in
our own lives?

4. How can we stay focused on knowing God better and keep our determination
strong, even when faced with challenges and distractions?

5. What spiritual goals do you hope to work towards in 20247 Take some time to
commit these spiritual goals to God.
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Pledging
To pledge or to present your tithes and offerings, go to —
https://www.hvmc.sg/giving

Life Group
To join a Life Group at HYMC, go to —
www.bit.ly/HVMCLifeGroups

Serving
To serve at HYMC, go to — www.bit.ly/HVMCServe



https://www.hvmc.sg/giving
http://www.bit.ly/HVMCLifeGroups
http://www.bit.ly/HVMCServe

